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Moffett Field, CA 94035-1000

Email: Jtamer@mail.arc.nasa.gov
Hello everyone! My name is A. Joseph J. Tamer, but you can just call me Joe or Tamer. Either of them works and I am used to both from past Academies. I am Doug’s Co-Director for the Academy program and have been involved with it for all five years of its existence.

I was a participant of the very first Astrobiology Academy in 1997 where I worked on Life Support Systems in the Life Sciences Directorate. In 1998, I returned as a Staff Assistant and in 1999 was promoted to Assistant Director. For the past year and a half I have filled the role of Co-Director and in case you couldn’t tell I really love the Academy program.

I graduated from the University of Rochester in 1997 with a BS in Ecology and Evolutionary Biology and a minor in Religious Studies. I was invited to return for another year to complete an Honors Program in Environmental Policy and Management and left Rochester in 1998. Since graduation I have spent a semester doing research in Regensberg, Germany on Extremophiles and another semester doing campus ministry.

I am now a Ph.D. student at RPI (Rennselaer Polytechnic Institute) in Troy, NY, investigating the RNA World Hypothesis and what it tells us about the Origins of Life.

Besides all of the academic stuff, I am recently married.  My wonderful wife Nicole is a high school social studies teacher and will be living with us in the fraternity house at Stanford. We actually got married during the Academy last year so look forward to an awesome anniversary bash!

I really enjoy an active lifestyle and you will most likely be able to convince me to join the soccer and ultimate Frisbee games when we return from base. I also like to play hockey (4 years for the U of R Yellowjackets) and go rollerblading. My other big interest is working with teenagers through our youth ministry group back in NY.

Doug asked me to share our favorite Academy story for the profile book so here is mine: 

Picture it. Mountain View. California. August. 1997. We had agreed to pursue a shuttle experiment proposal as our group project that year. It had just so happened that the crew for that Shuttle Mission was in town training on the Vertical Motion Simulator and for doing the animal dissections at NASA Ames. They had some questions for us and agreed to meet us after work at one of the local watering holes. To make a long story short, we had an epic night together with the entire shuttle crew that ended with the bar closing and us getting a nightcap in an all-you-can-eat Indian buffet restaurant somewhere about 2 am. You can ask me about the details later.
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